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Court rulings order antenna removal  
based on fear not science
Two recent high-profile French court rulings 

ordering mobile phone carriers remove antennas 

because of fears regarding the potential health 

risks posed by network infrastructure have drawn 

strong criticism from the nation’s top medical 

association.

France’s National Academy of Medicine attacked 

the court decisions, saying the order to remove 

the antennas as a precautionary measure was 

irresponsible and alarmist.

In separate cases in February, mobile phone 

carriers Bouygues Telecom and SFR were 

ordered by the courts to remove their network 

infrastructure, after loosing their respective  

trials over the installation of antennas in  

different towns.

Following the controversy created by the 

court decisions, the Prime Minister of France, 

François Fillon, took an unprecedented move 
in announcing roundtable discussions with the 
public and stakeholders on the debate of mobile 
phone technology and health.

A French Government statement on the 
roundtable discussions can be found at: 

National Academy of Medicine 
responds
In response, the National Academy of Medicine 
issued a statement in March criticising the 
court decisions. The Academy said mobile 
phone antenna radio frequency emissions are 
100 to 100,000 times lower than the emissions 
from mobile phone handsets, which are all well 
within international safety standard limits. The 
statement said there are no known health risks 
from the emissions of mobile phones or their 
base stations.

“There is no known mechanism by which 
electromagnetic fields in this energy range and 
frequency could have a negative effect on health. 
WHO (World Health Organisation) and SCENIHR 
(European Commission’s Scientific Committee 
on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks) 

Prime Minister of France, François Fillon.

Continued next page
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Finally, the Academy hit out at the courts’ 
decisions to make their orders under the veil 
of the precautionary principal. The Academy 
warned against a subjective interpretation of 
the precautionary principle and recommended 
the Government clarify the concept’s 
implementation, especially with regard to  
new technologies.

“Such a misuse of the precautionary principle 
could lead to an illusory pursuit of “zero risk”, 
the source of errors, delays and dysfunctions 
of the health system. The National Academy of 
Medicine renews warning against a subjective 
interpretation of the precautionary principle. 
It recommends that either the legislature to 
clarify the modalities for its implementation, 
particularly as regards the development of new 
technologies,” the Academy stated.

Court rulings order antenna removal based on fear not science
Continued from previous page

were unanimously on the absence of risk of these 
antennas,” the Academy stated.

The academy also criticised a scientific mistake 
by the Versailles Appeals Court in the Bouygues 
Telecom case when it stated there was a 
“demonstrated risk” from extremely low frequency 
electromagnetic fields from base stations, when 
in fact base stations operate using high frequency 
electromagnetic fields. Extremely low frequency 
electromagnetic fields are emitted by high voltage 
powerlines, and not mobile phone base stations.

The Academy also stated it was surprised the 
Versailles Appeals Court relied on information 
from the BioInitiative report, which has been 
challenged by numerous health authorities, 
including the Health Council of the Netherlands.

The Health Council of the Netherlands review of 
the BioInitiative report can be found at: 

Continued next page

http://www.gr.nl/pdf.php?ID=1743&p=1
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The National Academy of Medicine’s statement 
can be found at: 

The French Government’s  
roundtable discussions
In May, the French Government released a report 
at the conclusion of the six-week roundtable 
stakeholder discussions. The report identified 
10 themes for further discussion, which included 
measures to provide more information to the 
public about the deployment of mobile phone 
network infrastructure. These included a web 
portal and information campaign, a publicly 
available database of infrastructure sites and a 
precautionary approach to the deployment of 
network infrastructure.

The report also confirmed the safety of mobile 
phone base stations, concluding that research 

has found no health risk from exposure to the low 
powered emissions.

“Over the past fifteen years, numerous studies 
have examined the potential link between RF 
transmitters and cancer. These studies have 
not provided evidence linking the increased 
risk of cancer and exposure to radio frequency 
transmitters. Similarly, the long-term studies in 
animals have not shown increased risk of cancer 
by exposure to radiofrequency electromagnetic 
fields, even at levels much higher than those 

produced by the relay antennas and mobile 
networks,” the roundtable report stated.

The roundtable report produced by the French 
Government can be found at: 

Mobile Carriers Forum (MCF) Program Manager 
Matt Evans welcomed the results of French 
roundtable report, saying the report highlights the 
importance of the MCF’s own initiatives.

“The Australian mobile phone industry 
implemented the ACIF Deployment Code and 
created the National Site Archive online database 
to provide more information to the public. The 
French roundtable’s themes are a compliment 
to the success of our own initiatives which have 
been implemented for many years now,” Mr 
Evans said.

Court rulings order antenna removal based on fear not science
Continued from previous page

http://www.academie-medecine.fr/detailPublication.cfm?langue=fr&idRub=27&idLigne=1542
http://www.sante-sports.gouv.fr/actualite-presse/presse-sante/breves/IMG/pdf/Dp_radio_frequence_230409-DEF.pdf
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SA Environment Court overturns  
council refusal on visual impact

Gawler council lost its fight against Telstra in 

the South Australian Environment, Resources 

and Development (ERD) Court in January to 

prevent the installation of a mobile phone tower 

in a heritage listed zone after failing to prove the 

tower would negatively impact the visual appeal 

of the town.

In February 2008 Gawler council refused 

development consent to Telstra to install a  

27-metre high 3G monopole tower at a Telstra-

owned site in Gawler based on concerns 

regarding the impact the tower will have on 

heritage values.

Telstra appealed to the ERD Court, which 

overturned the council’s refusal as it found  

the tower did not significantly impact local 

heritage and visual amenity values and was 

not seriously at variance with the council’s own 

development plan.

“… there will be some negative visual 

amenity impact on the locality and  

specific parts of it, but it is minimised  

to an acceptable extent and is 

otherwise difficult to avoid or 

eliminate entirely,” ERD Court 

Commissioner Richard Green said.

Continued next page
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SA Environment Court overturns council refusal on visual impact

“… the three State and two Local 

Heritage Places in the near vicinity 

are not materially affected, directly or 

indirectly and nor are their heritage 

values affected in any significant or 

meaningful way.” 

Commissioner Green found a “community 

need for the facility to provide appropriate and 

expected telecommunication services” to the 

town and that there were no alternative sites that 

provided a better balance of community needs.

“… I assess and find that no other alternative 

location is visually superior in terms of minimising 

visual impacts though a number are reasonably 

similar. I assess and find that the degree of 

minimisation of visual impact is sufficient in all 

of the circumstances and meets Council Wide 

Principle 155(f),” Commissioner Green said.

In approving the installation of the tower, 

Commissioner Green ruled the tower is worthy 

Continued from previous page

of development plan consent with appropriate 

conditions and the decision of the council should 

be reversed.

Despite the court finding no significant visual 

impact on the heritage value of the town,  

Gawler council made a statement to local 

newspaper The Bunyip in March questioning  

the court’s decision, saying the tower is 

“distinctly utilitarian and industrial in its form  

and character”. Gawler council said “the  

outcome is discouraging and involved the  

council in significant cost”. 

The South Australian Environment, Resources 

and Development Court decision can be found at:

http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/courts/environment/judgments/2009_1-6/telstra_v_gawler.html
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Tribunal rules no requirement for tower to be invisible

After thoroughly inspecting the proposed site, 

including viewing the site with a cherry picker 

erected to imitate the impact of the tower,  

VCAT member Peter O’Leary ruled the tower 

would have minimal visual impact on the 

surrounding area.

“Therefore I have come to the conclusion that the 

proposal will have little, if any, adverse amenity 

impact on the nearby low density residential 

neighbourhood. It will have little adverse impact 

on the farming neighbourhood or the broader 

landscape in general,” Mr O’Leary said.

“Whilst there may be some negative visual 

aspects to the proposal, particularly when viewed 

from up close such as at the southern extremity 

The Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

(VCAT) upheld a decision by the Rural City of 

Wangaratta in April to allow the construction of 

an Optus mobile phone tower on farming zoned 

land despite objections by local resident about 

the visual impact of the tower.

Rural City of Wangaratta town planner Jenny 

Baldry told the Wangaratta Chronicle in March 

the decision to issue the permit was on the basis 

that the application met all legal requirements, 

and that there was no requirement that the tower 

“be invisible”.

Usshers Lane residents Alistair and Lynette Male, 

Graham and Dawn Whitehead and Brian Kitson 

appealed against the council’s decision arguing 

the 45 metre-high tower would destroy their 

lifestyle and adversely impact their views.
View of the site with a cherry picker erected to imitate the 
visual impact of the proposed tower.Continued next page
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of Mr Kitson’s property, this is outweighed by 

some of the other positive aspects including 

improving telecommunications coverage in and 

around a regional town such as Wangaratta and 

farming land.”

Mr O’Leary said the need to improve 

telecommunications in Wangaratta needed to 

come first before individual’s amenity concerns. 

He said the view from Mr Kitson and the Male’s 

houses would barely change once the tower was 

constructed and that Mr Kitson’s concerns over 

residential amenity at the rear of his property did 

not carry the same weight, because that section 

of his property is in a farming zone.

“The proposal is an appropriate one for its 

location. It will have little, if any, adverse impact 

on the Low Density Residential neighbourhood to 

the north of it. Where there is an adverse view of 

the facility any dis-benefit in visual amenity from 

within the Farming Zone is outweighed by the 

improvements to telecommunication in the wider 

district,” Mr O’Leary said.

Tribunal rules no requirement for tower to be invisible

The Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 

ruling can be found at: 

Continued from previous page

View from 68 Usshers Drive looking ESE at the proposed site. The cherry picker is only just visible.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/vic/VCAT/2009/576.html?query=title(Male
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NSW exhibits Code to meet growing  
consumer demand for telecommunications
The NSW Government says it will amend the 
state planning system to fast-track delivery by 
the Federal Government of broadband Internet to 
homes and businesses across metropolitan and 
regional NSW.

Planning Minister, Kristina Keneally, announced 
in June that the NSW Government is proposing 
to amend planning policy so the Federal 
Government can roll out the National Broadband 
Network.

“Along with a national broadband network comes 
infrastructure requirements such as cables, 
satellite dishes and telecommunications towers,” 
Ms Keneally said.

“The NSW Government will ensure timely 
planning approval of this infrastructure through 
the Infrastructure State Environmental Planning 
Policy (SEPP). Proposed amendments to the 
Infrastructure SEPP and the new draft NSW 
Telecommunications Facilities Code including 

Broadband will be put on public exhibition until 
Friday 10 July,” Ms Keneally said.

The NSW Department of Planning media release 
on the new code can be found at: 

Continued next page

MCF Program Manager Matt Evans 
said the release of the new draft NSW 
Telecommunications Facilities Code provides 
the best balance for the deployment of 
telecommunications infrastructure that meets 
the needs of the more than 6.5 million mobile 
network subscribers that live and conduct 
business in NSW.

The Draft Code responds to the increasing 
demand for new telecommunications 
infrastructure delivering broadband services, 
such as video-conferencing, interactive services 
and video streaming.

Despite the economic slowdown, new mobile 
broadband subscribers tripled in the first 
half of this financial year which requires 
Australia’s mobile network carriers to respond 
with the timely provision of improved mobile 

NSW Planning Minister, Kristina Keneally.

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/mediarelplan/fs20090604_860.html
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NSW exhibits Code to meet growing consumer demand for telecommunications
Continued from previous page

telecommunications network infrastructure, 
including antennas, dishes, cables and towers.

“The Code strikes the right balance between 
providing services that we know people use every 
day and finding good local solutions for network 
facilities. Once the Code takes effect the mobile 
carriers will strive to put forward responsible, 
well-considered infrastructure solutions to provide 
services to local communities,” Mr Evans said.

“A similar Code has operated successfully 
in Victoria since 1999. However, the Draft 
NSW Code has been written to reflect today’s 
infrastructure needs to deliver high speed, 
capacity hungry data and broadband services. 
It provides a comprehensive set of rules for all 
telecommunications infrastructure.

“The positive role of mobile broadband in 
Australia’s economy is so significant and enduring 
that the telecommunications infrastructure that 
delivers these services deserves to be recognised 

as critical – in the same way as infrastructure for 
roads, water or electricity.”

Mr Evans said to cater for consumer demand, 
the carriers had established nearly 4500 mobile 
network base stations in NSW since the early 
1990s, accounting for approximately 30% of the 
national total. Many of these were established 
following the granting of development approval 
via lengthy council assessment processes that 
added little value to the final siting and design 
solution.

The Draft Code provides improved rules with 
siting and design principles and requirements for 
construction of all telecommunications facilities. 
It ensures consistency of assessment across 
NSW’s 152 Local Government areas.

Mr Evans said: “Some Councils and Shires have 
no rules, and are starting from a very low base. 
Other Councils’ rules were written without regard 
for how the technology works, so the Code offers 
a significant improvement”.

The Code requires that carriers must first review 
all possible “co-location” opportunities. “Co-
location” is the sharing of a site or tower by two 
or more sets of antennas. Only when this is not a 
viable or appropriate option should a carrier then 
consider building a new pole or tower.

More information about the NSW 
Telecommunications Planning Code can be 
found at: 

http://www.mcf.amta.org.au/articles/NSW.Planning.Code
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Reduced exposure standards  
put mobile calls at risk in Belgium
New laws requiring Belgium’s mobile phone 
carriers to reduce radio frequency emissions from 
antennas and towers by hundreds of times will 
put mobile phone and wireless broadband use at 
risk, carriers have warned.

In April, the Belgium district of Walloon passed 
a decree ordering emissions from mobile phone 
base stations not exceed 3 volts per metre by 
January 2010 following concerns about potential 
health risks. The district of Brussels implemented 
a similar decree which will take effect from 
September. The district of Flanders also adopted 
a resolution calling for a 3 volts per metre norm, 
but has yet to implement the measure.

The new 3 volts per metre standard is 
approximately 200 times more restrictive than 
the standard recommended by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) – the International 
Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation 
Protection’s (ICNIRP) guidelines.

The Walloon decree can be found at: 

As a consequence of the new standards, 
Belgium’s mobile phone carriers say they will 
have to install more towers and erect new 
antennas to compensate for the reduced area 
each cell will service. Carriers also said they can 
no longer guarantee service, saying it is likely 
mobile phone calls will be cut off.

Following the decrees, Belgium’s Federal 
Minister for Telecommunications, Vincent Van 
Quickenborne, announced the need for a 
realistic and harmonized exposure standard and 
expressed the wish for regions to work together 
to adopt a common standard.

Continued next page

http://nautilus.parlement-wallon.be/Archives/2008_2009/PARCHEMIN/941.pdf
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Reduced exposure standards put mobile calls at risk in Belgium

Mobile Carriers Forum Program Manager Matt 
Evans said the ICNIRP exposure guideline levels 
applied in Australia was endorsed by the WHO 
and Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear 
Safety Agency (ARPANSA), and provided a 
quality service to the more than 22 million mobile 
phone subscribers in Australia.

“Australia’s safety standard is supported by 
international health authorities, such as the WHO, 
and provides ample protection for all members 
of the community including children and the 
elderly,” Mr Evans said.

“Australia’s standard is consistent with more than 
40 countries around the world including; France, 
Germany, Japan, Singapore, New Zealand, South 
Africa and the United Kingdom.” 

Mr Evans said the WHO advised health 
authorities against adopting additional arbitrary 

reductions on the ICNIRP levels as such 
measures are not based on science and may 
undermine public confidence.

He added that audits conducted by the federal 
department of health had confirmed the safety of 
base stations.

“A recent audit by ARPANSA found mobile phone 
base station emissions are well within Australia’s 
safety standard limits. The audits revealed some 
sites, even those expected to have the highest 
levels, emit less than 0.001 per cent of the safety 
standard, or 100,000 times below the standard,” 
Mr Evans said.

Results from ARPANSA’s 2007-08 base station 
survey can be found at: 

Continued from previous page

http://www.arpansa.gov.au/RadiationProtection/BaseStationSurvey/index.cfm
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Mobiles heads argue base  
stations are already precautionary

In the midst of a number of governments in 

Europe taking more precautionary approaches, 

two mobiles industry leaders argue in a new 

paper that mobile phone base stations are 

already inherently precautionary.

Mike Dolan, Executive Director of the Mobile 

Operators Association, and Jack Rowley, 

Director of Research and Sustainability for the 

GSM Association, both based in London, have 

co-authored a paper in the most recent issue of 

Environmental Health Perspectives.

In the paper they argue that “conservative 

exposure standards, technical features that 

minimize unnecessary exposures, ongoing 

research, regular review of standards, and 

availability of consumer information make mobile 

communications inherently precautionary.”

The full copy of the paper can be downloaded 

here:

In response to public concern and the perceived 

level of scientific uncertainty there are continuing 

calls for the application of the precautionary 

principle (PP) to radiofrequency exposures from 

mobile phones and base stations.

However, there is already a great deal of 

precautionary protection built into the regulation 

of base stations and the voluntary actions taken 

by the industry. For example, base stations 

create exposures in public areas that are only 

0.002-2% of the international safety limits 
GSMA Director of Research and 
Sustainability, Dr Jack Rowley.

Continued next page
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“We argue strongly that application of 
the PP (precautionary principle) to mobile 
communications is not justified because the 
threshold of scientific plausibility (the COMEST 
term) has not been crossed and there is no 
convincing theoretical basis that a hazard is 

likely to be established in the future,” Dolan and 

Rowley say.

In addition, there is evidence that adopting 

precautionary measures may increase, rather 

than decrease, public concern, they say.

Mobiles heads argue base stations are already precautionary
Continued from previous page

‘… there is no convincing theoretical 

basis that a hazard is likely to be 

established in the future.’

Mobile Operators Association 
Executive Director, Mike Dolan.

and they were developed using conservative 

assumptions and already include precautionary 

safety factors, Dolan and Rowley say.

In addition, the telecommunications industry 

incorporates technical features that minimise 

unnecessary exposures, provides support for 

health research, provides up-to-date information 

to consumers and the general public, and 

ensures that base station sitings are done with 

transparency and an effective communication 

program, they say.

Furthermore, in legal cases relating to mobile 

phone base station siting in Australia, New 

Zealand and the UK, the courts have decided 

that in the absence of credible evidence of risk, 

compliance with existing exposure guidelines  

is an appropriate cautionary approach, they say.
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European Commission confirms the safety of mobile technology

“It is concluded from three independent lines of 
evidence (epidemiological, animal and in vitro 
studies) that exposure to RF fields is unlikely 
to lead to an increase in cancer in humans. 
However, as the widespread duration of exposure 
of humans to RF fields from mobile phones is 
shorter than the induction time of some cancers, 
further studies are required to identify whether 
considerably longer-term (well beyond ten years) 
human exposure to such phones might pose 
some cancer risk.”

The Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly 
Identified Health Risks’ January 2009 report on 
the health effects of exposure to electromagnetic 
fields can be found at: 

European Parliament concern
Despite two European Commission reports in 
two years confirming the safety of mobile phone 
technology, the European Parliament has instead 
escalated its concern.

A recent motion produced by Belgian Member 
of the European Parliament (MEP) Frédérique 
Ries is calling for a resolution on health 
concerns associated with electromagnetic 
fields. The motion also called for a reduction in 
exposure standards, despite a report released in 
September 2008 by the European Commission 

A specially formed expert group of scientists 
investigating the potential health risks of mobile 
phone technology for the European Commission 
released a report in January finding no consistent 
evidence exposure to RF fields are associated 
with adverse health effects.

The latest report from the Scientific Committee 
on Emerging and Newly Identified Health 
Risks (SCENIHR) confirms the results of the 
committee’s earlier 2007 report, which also found 
no cause for concern. 

Led by Professor Mats-Olof Mattsson of Orebro 
University in Sweden, the expert committee 
was asked by the Commission to update their 
2007 report in light of new research and growing 
concern. Based on an extensive review of all 
the research conducted to date, with particular 
interest paid to the more than 200 research 
papers published since 2007, the committee 
concluded: Continued next page

Belgian Member of the 
European Parliament 
Frédérique Ries.

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/committees/04_scenihr/docs/scenihr_o_022.pdf
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specifically stating changes to the exposure 
standard were not required.

The European Commission’s report on exposure 
standards can be found at: 

In a statement published in September 2008, 
MEPs expressed concern regarding the health 
risks posed by emissions from mobile phone 
technologies. 

The MEPs said they based their concerns on 
claims made in the BioInitiative report. The 
BioInitiative report has been criticised by many 
health authorities, including the Australian Centre 
for RF Bioeffects Research: 

However, in April 2009, the European Parliament 
adopted Ms Ries’ motion, after it had been 

modified to remove the call for reduced exposure 
standards. The motion was passed by a margin 
of 559 votes in favour and 22 against.

An alternative motion to reduce exposure 
standards put forward at the same meeting was 
rejected by the Parliament.

The European Parliament procedure file can be 
found at: 

SCENIHR report conclusions 
The latest SCENIHR report found no cause for 
concern in relation to several areas of human 
health. 

The committee evaluated a wide range of 
radiofrequency field research and assessed data 
published since 2001 against the conclusions 
of the previous report. Topics included 
epidemiological, animal, in vitro, in vivo, brain 
function, subjective symptoms, fertility, animal 
and children studies.

In all these areas of radiofrequency fields 
research, the Committee found no consistent 
evidence indicating a link between exposure to 
RF fields and adverse health effects, which is 
consistent with the findings of the 2007 report.

The European Commission’s media release  
for the January 2009 SCENIHR report can be 
found at: 

European Commission confirms the safety of mobile technology
Continued from previous page

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0532:FIN:EN:PDF
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5680652
http://www.acrbr.org.au/FAQ/ACRBR%20Bioinitiative%20Report%2018%20Dec%202008.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/committees/04_scenihr/midday_en.htm
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Council buffer zone policy blocks emergency service network

A local council exclusion zone policy has stopped 
the construction of a vital emergency services’ 
radio network in Ireland.

Tetra Ireland Communications, the company hired 
by the Department of Finance to rollout a new 
statewide emergency service communications 
network, applied to Kerry County Council for 
permission to build a 10-metre tower near Dun 
quin village on the picturesque Dingle Peninsula 
on the South West coast of Ireland.

The base station which was to be used for 
communications by the police, ambulance, coast 
guard and fire service, was blocked by Kerry 
County Council planners because the site is 
within one kilometre of an occupied building and 
as such was in breach of the council’s planning 
guidelines.

No local residents had objected to the tower’s 
installation and the only objection came from 
national conservation body, An Taisce, who raised 
concerns about the tower’s visual impact.

In their planning application Tetra Ireland said 
emergency communications masts require “very 
specific” locations, the site is the only one in the 
area suitable for the base station and failure to 
grant permission could put lives in danger.

“These masts require very specific locations to 
avoid communications black spots which could 
prejudice the safety of communities or individual 
emergency service members,” the application 
stated.

“The additional coverage provided by this mast 
could make the difference between life and 
death,” it concludes.

The application was rejected despite the fact 
that recently the Irish Government published the 
report of an Expert Group on the Health Effects of 
Electromagnetic Fields in 2007 which concluded:

“So far no adverse short or long-term health 
effects have been found from exposure to the 
radiofrequency (RF) signals produced by mobile 
phones and base station transmitters. RF signals 
have not been found to cause cancer.”

The full report can be downloaded at: 

The picturesque Dingle Peninsula on the  
south west coast of Ireland.

http://www.dcenr.gov.ie/Press+Releases/2007/Government+Publishes+Report+of+the+Expert+Group+on+Health+Effects+of+Electromagnetic+Fields.htm
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In brief

Mobile phone towers  
the least of our concerns
Mobile phone towers and the re-use of treated 
wastewater are the least concerning risks of a 
group of twenty-three health hazards, according 
to a survey released in March by the West 
Australian Government.

The 2009 WA Health Department Survey of more 
than 1700 people on perceived environmental 
health risks found only 21 percent of respondents 
thought mobile phone towers were a high risk.

Twenty-seven percent of all respondents said 
mobile phone towers posed a low risk. Men were 
less worried than women, with only 18 percent 
of male respondents highly concerned about 
mobile phone towers. The young were the least 
concerned of all, with only eight percent of  
18-29 year-olds highly concerned about mobile 
phone towers.

Passive smoking (67%), a lack of water 
(66%) and sun exposure (64%) top the list of 
environmental risk factors which most worry West 
Australians.

The survey also found people without a tertiary 
education, those over 55 and those in poor health 
were most likely to fear environmental hazards. 
Those under the age of 30 were less concerned 
than older people by high voltage power lines, 
uranium mining, genetically modified foods and 
mobile phone towers.

The 2009 WA Health Department Survey of 
Perceived Environmental Health Risks can be 
found at: 

Continued next page
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In brief
Continued from previous page

MCF to attend national assembly  
of local government
The Mobile Carriers Forum (MCF) will meet with 
mayors and councillors from more than 600 
local governments at the 2009 National General 
Assembly of Local Government, being held in 
Canberra from the 21st – 24th June 2009.

The Assembly brings together over 700 
conference participants representing Australia’s 
local government organisations.

MCF Program Manager Matt Evans said the MCF 
has arranged to meet informally with Councillor 
Geoff Lake, President of the Australian Local 
Government Association (ALGA), to discuss 
telecommunications issues including network 
deployment.

Mr Evans said the MCF will be providing 
information to assist in the local government 
sector’s understanding of how it can contribute to 

decisions about mobile base station deployment. 
The carriers are continually seeking ways to 
further improve their community consultation 
practices through continued engagement with 
councils, Mr Evans said. 

The MCF will also be monitoring motions that 
are to be considered by the delegates at the 
Assembly. Motions regarding the regulatory 
framework for network deployment and low 
impact determination have been raised at the 
Assembly in the past five years.

Speakers at the ALGA Conference will include 
Senator Stephen Conroy, Minister for Broadband, 
Communications and the Digital Economy.

More information about this year’s Assembly can 
be found at: 

Continued next page

http://nga.alga.asn.au/event/2009/
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INTERPHONE paper  
‘submitted for publication’
The International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC), the health authority in charge of 
coordinating the INTERPHONE project, published 
a statement in May saying the first paper with the 
final combined results of the project has been 
submitted to a scientific journal for publication. 
The INTERPHONE project is a series of multi-
national case-control studies to assess whether 
RF exposure from mobile phones is associated 
with cancer risk.

IARC Director Dr Christopher Wild released the 
statement, in consultation with project partners 
the Centre for Research in Environmental 
Epidemiology (CREAL) and the International 
Union Against Cancer (UICC).

“Since January 2009, IARC has taken a new 
initiative to work with all co-authors to finalize 
a first manuscript from all collaborating centres 

on gliomas and meningiomas; this manuscript 
has been submitted for publication to a scientific 
journal and is now subject to the normal peer-
review process; and work is on-going to prepare 
subsequent manuscripts for publication,” Dr Wild 
stated.

“It is further hoped that the publication process 
of this first paper should be relatively quick. As 
soon as a publication date is decided on by the 
scientific journal, the three partner Institutions, 
under the stewardship of IARC, will prepare a 
media statement, under embargo, to summarize 
the study findings and the methodology used. 
The usual appropriate media communication 
channels will then be used, jointly by the three 
partner Institutions, to publicize the findings,”  
Dr Wild said.

The INTERPHONE statement can be found at: 

In brief
Continued from previous page

Continued next page

Overall 3G network  
emissions to remain low
A public health impact assessment of 3G mobile 
networks released in April by Sweden’s National 
Public Health Institute has found emissions from 
3G mobile phone base stations will continue to 
be well below international safety standard limits 

in years to come.

http://www.iarc.fr/en/media-centre/iarcnews/2009/interphone_status.php
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The Swedish National Public Health Institute 

health impact assessment of 3G mobile networks 

can be found at: 

Australian participation in  
global study on kids and mobiles
Australian medical 

researcher Professor 

Malcolm Sim has received 

funding for part of a major 

new international study into 

brain cancer risks from kids 

using mobile phones.

Professor Sim, based at the Alfred Hospital in 

Melbourne, said the study would assess any 

potential brain cancer risks associated with the 

use of mobile phones by children and teenagers.

In brief
Continued from previous page

The five-year study will involve young people 

aged 10 to 24 who have had brain cancer as well 

as people of a similar age who have not and will 

recruit participants from Australia, New Zealand, 

Spain, The Netherlands, France, Germany, 

Austria, Italy, Greece, Israel and Canada. 

Professor Sim said the study would be one of the 

first in the world that looked at any association 

between brain tumours and mobile phone use 

in this age group. He has received $693,000 in 

grants as part of an Australian and European 

Union research scheme to support Australian 

participation in international research projects.

Further information on the Australian arm of the 

study can be found at: 

The Institute set out to investigate how the 
cumulative level of exposure to 3G radio waves 
differs between current day measurements, past 
measurements in 2004 and forecasts on 2010 
scenarios.

The researchers conducted computer 
simulations based on established models to 
estimate 3G exposure levels in 2010, finding very 
little difference to levels in the past. 

“The results on a national level are that the 
measurements for a ‘Safe radiation environment’ 
had very low values relative to the reference 
value in 2004, at 300 parts per million at most. 
In the 2010 scenario, the extent of exposure to 
radio waves will not notably increase relative to 
the reference value according to the forecasts. 
According to these calculations, it will increase by 
2 to 8 times relative to conducted measurements, 
i.e. a maximum of 0.24% of the reference value,” 
the Institute concluded. Continued next page

http://fhi.se/sv/Publikationer/Alla-publikationer/halsokonsekvensbedomning/
http://www.coeh.monash.org/mobikids.html
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Three health complaints about  
mobile phones and wireless networks 
received last year
The federal health department received three 
health complaints from the public due to mobile 
phones and wireless networks during the last 
financial year.

The Australian Radiation Protection and 
Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA) started a 
Health Complaints Register in 2003 following a 
recommendation from the Senate inquiry into 
electromagnetic radiation in late 2000.

The register collects reports of health concerns 
related to possible electromagnetic radiation 
(EMR) exposures.

Members of the public who believe they have 
suffered ill-effects as a result of exposure to  
EMR can lodge a written complaint to the 
register.

Three reports were collected in 2007-08,  
one for mobile phones and two for wireless 
networks. ARPANSA does not investigate or 
attempt to resolve individual complaints but a 
standard reporting form allows people to describe 
the nature of their exposure and any adverse 
health effects they claim to have experienced.

In brief
Continued from previous page

The register has received 40 reports of claimed 
adverse health effects since it started in 2003.

The latest analysis of these reports from the 
register can be downloaded at: 
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